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Censorship and Democracy 


Very few of us realize the dangerous 
trend of censorship in Washington and Lon- 
don. The plain facts are that the drift is 
alarmingly toward the technique of the Nazi 
Wilhelmstrasse. We are not alone in this 
opinion. Dr. Carl Ackerman, Dean of 
Journalism at Columbia University, an out- 
standing figure in the science of news, re- 
cently asked, “Is global peace after the war 
to be based upon propaganda or news? If 
the present world-wide method of propa- 
ganda is continued there will be no national 
or international freedom of news, psycho- 
logical warfare will continue and lead inevit- 
ably to another war.” 


Dr. Ackerman stated that today all bel- 
ligerent governments are using propaganda 
to fight their enemies in so-called psycho- 
logical warfare. If the pledge of freedom of 
speech in the Atlantic charter is to be en- 
forced at the peace conference, there must 
be freedom of inquiry and reporting by 
journalists of all nations. Such is not now 
permitted either in Washington or Berlin, 
London or Tokyo. 


“If freedom of speech is to be a practical 
factor in international affairs,” states Dr. 
Ackerman, “freedom of international com- 
munications must be provided for and pledg- 
ed in the peace treaties.” 


A hot controversy has also been going 
on in Washington over the fact that the 
government has taken means to prevent 
speeches and writings of Wendell Willkie 
from reaching London where his utterances 
have been critical of the United Nations 
war procedures. Willkie, voicing the senti- 
ments of thousands of prominent Americans, 
has been exposing the fact that censorship 
has been hiding the blundering in Africa, 
the rising menace of submarine warfare, 
and the critical relationships between Wash- 
ington, London, Moscow and Chungking 
from reaching the public eye both here and 
in England. And this time Willkie is right. 


It is now a widely accepted fact that 
censorship was greatly responsible for the 
fall of France, Singapore and Burma. For 
a year the American people were kept in 
the dark about the true situation at Pearl 
Harbor. The excuse is given that we must 
keep the facts from the enemy. When that 
is the case, every citizen gladly co-operates, 
but, as many editors in America have learn- 
ed, the Japanese knew what happened at 
Pearl Harbor and repeatedly published fair- 
ly accurate accounts of the American losses. 
As it now stands the Japanese public did 
know what happened at Pearl Harbor and 
the American public did not know. In the 
meantime, official Washington scolded the 
American people all year for not taking the 
war seriously. 


Dr. Ackerman very accurately puts his 
finger on a vital issue when he asks if we 
are going to continue the method of ‘“con- 
trolled news” and propaganda into the task 
of building the peace. If so, that peace 
will be frail and shortlived. 


Dissension at Home 


Those in on “the know” in Washington can tell you that we have a nice example 
in our own State Department under Cordell Hull of the kind of struggle going on 
underground all over Europe. And every month it gets worse. 

The State Department is dominated by a group which does not want revolution in 
Europe. They are called Fascisti by their left-wing opponents in Washington. They 
are not Wall Street conservatives, but are men like Cordell Hull, who hope to see 
Europe patched up and set on its feet with moderate reforms, rather than violent 
revolutions. Quite a few are Catholics and they share the Catholic Church’s fear of 
Bolshevism. The State Department’s playing up to Otto of the Catholic House of 
Hapsburg, as reported in our last release, is a part of this situation. 

Hence, in the African situation, rather than play into the hands of radical, Moscow- 
inspired French leaders, they have tried to work with those who had the confidence 
of the middle-class Frenchmen who don’t want violent change. Many such French- 
men have been willing to cooperate with the Vichy government as the only way to 
get along, under the present circumstances, without increasing the suffering of the 
people. 

Thus the American State Department, in collaborating in our military plans for 
Africa, made free to use such of these Frenchmen as were available and it continued 
to do so up to the appointment of Peyrouton, the former Vichy official, to the political 
leadership of French North Africa. 

Peyrouton is a moderate conservative, a Catholic, and has been chiefly concerned 
in his former relationship with Vichy-France to maintain a semblance of good govern- 
ment and order even if it meant a certain degree of collaboration with Hitler. 

In America, and centering in Washington, we have a strong and vociferous throng 
of left-wingers who follow the ‘Moscow line”. Many of them are in government 
positions. Much of Mr. Roosevelt’s reforms in labor and race relations has fallen 
right in with their grooves of thought and action. When the Russian-Nazi pact was 
in force they played along with the isolationists and campaigned to keep America out 
of the war. They include the actual communists, plus many communist sympathizers. 
While both the President and Mrs. Roosevelt have given considerable reflected glory 
and encouragement to the aims and aspirations of this left-wing section of Washington, 
the State Department has leaned distinctly the other way. Growing tension and heat 
has been apparent between these two factions. 

There is also an anti-semitic angle which the recent extra heat of the African situa- 
tion has caused to flare up. There is no reason to deny the fact that Jewish personal- 
ities figure somewhat conspicuously in the left-wing groups in the government and out. 

Between the Lines abhors all anti-semitism but we still want to face facts. Just 
as there are many Jewish citizens in the “Moscow line” camp, there are a good many 
Catholics in the conservative group in the State Department. Sparks fly between the 
boys on the slightest occasion. While we feel this is but a healthy, sometimes humorous, 
attribute of democracy, it is still a highly significant situation which has caused a lot 
of blood to flow in other parts of the world. 


Window Trimming 


Don’t let all that pictorial propaganda from Casablanca fool you on inter-French 
relations. All those pictures of General de Gaulle and General Giraud shaking hands, 
while Roosevelt and Churchill beam on the side lines, are window-trimming. The 
French situation is still split wide open. 

The only thing the French factions agree on is how much they hate the Germans. 
Beneath that they are as rabid in their opposition to each other as ever. 

Some, particularly those under de Gaulle, are the conservative aristocrats, who lean 
on Britain for support, hating and fearing Russia and the communist-dominated French 
worker parties. Giraud represents the substantial middle-class, religiously-minded 
Frenchmen, and the old school military group. 

The radical groups aren’t going to conferences and being photographed. 
busy plotting and keeping in touch with Moscow. 


Stalin and Casablanca 


Also, to follow up our report on Russia in the last issue, we still want to warn 
you not to let anybody kid you about Stalin’s being at Casablanca “in spirit” if not in 
person. That Casablanca conference was not conducted in harmony with Moscow. 
If Joseph Stalin could not come himself, he could have sent Molotov, Litvinov, or any 
one of many other of the Soviet ace representatives. The plain fact, which the United 
Nations propaganda is keeping back from the people, is that while there was no def- 
inite disagreement with Moscow, Stalin simply said “No, thank you—you folks talk 
a great war. We'll keep on doing the fighting and then manage our own plans.” 

By the time you read this England and America will likely be engaged in headline 
offensives again to clean up Africa, but just keep in mind that there aren't over 250,000 
Germans in Africa while there are over 4,000,000 on the Russian front. 

You would be shocked if you knew how all of Europe and all of Asia is looking at 
this war. It is far from the picture we are being fed day-by-day from Washington 
and London. 
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China’s Future 


Not enough of us have the Chinese political situation clearly i 
mind and there are few things that have a more important po 
ship to America’s future. China is filled with a vast revolutionary 
restlessness and while Chiang Kai-shek is himself of revolutionary 
origin, he now represents the “status quo” to millions of dissatisfied 
Chinese youth. 

As we have reported to you before, there is an immense com- 
munist movement in China. The achievements of Russia in this 
war have tremendously enhanced the prestige of Russia and in turn 
given “great face” to the communist movement throughout Asia as 
over against the pitifully weak showing of England and America 
against their foes this far. (Few Englishmen and Americans realize 
how sharply the rest of the world feels about that.) 

Chiang Kai-shek has many strong enemies in China and his op- 
position is now inclined to center in the communist movement, es- 
pecially since Chiang married into the wealthy, aristocratic Soong 
family. As a result of this pressure from “the left”, Chiang has 
recently shown a tendency to turn for support to British interests. 
He is bitter against London on many counts and has been quite 
open in his denunciation of British imperialism but he is now facing 
a need of outside support to counteract the pressure from Moscow. 
Britain, chastened and uncertain of the future, is still extremely in- 
terested in trade privileges in China and Chiang is now bargaining 
with London on postwar trade deals that will strengthen his hand 
against the opposition. 

He is using Hong Kong as one pawn to play. China’s anger 
over British refusal to relinquish rights to Hong Kong ‘was loud 
and distinct but the clever Chiang saw a point of bargain there and, 
according to our listening posts, he is now using this Hong Kong 
deal as an opening wedge for postwar support from without. 
Whether he can play a game with western trader nations on one 
hand, and keep his grip on a rising revolutionary restlessness at 
home which is constantly being stirred from Moscow, remains to be 
seen. 

Chiang is a Christian and no doubt feels that he can lead China 
toward a Christian national life more easily by dealing with what he 
believes is going to be a meeker, more Christian Britain, than by 
allowing his doors to be pushed open by the communists. On the 
other hand, if, as some signs indicate, Russia should also experience 
a religious rebirth out of the war, a shift may well occur that will 
really turn the tide for half the human race. It is a vista the in- 
telligent Christian cannot help but watch with challenge and prayer- 
ful interest. 


Food and Christian Ethics 


Our government makes a great to-do over its “feed the world” 
program when the sad facts are that we are doing no such thing. 
We are using food selfishly, as a weapon :—feeding babies in Africa, 
Greece and wherever it suits our purpose, and starving children in 
Belgium . . . all with the same blithe anglic gesture. If we are fight- 
ing a war ‘for Christian principles, a considerable shift is needed on 
the food front. 

The big falsehood of the war is the notion that feeding the chil- 
dren of occupied countries could affect the war’s outcome an iota. 
Many of those who oppose feeding because it might help the Nazis 
conserve food contribute generously to the Red Cross, which manages 
to send thousands of food packages to war prisoners, reducing the 
rations the Germans have to give them. Surely, children in Holland 
and elsewhere are no less victims of war than Allied soldiers. They 
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will be even more needed to get post-war Europe going again. 
report from London received through the Worldover Press 
states that the British government has recently been approached by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and Cardinal Hinsley on behalf of 
the Famine Relief Committee with a request for the transport of 
vitamins and dried milk to Greece and Belgium. The quantities 
required have been carefully worked out covering children up to 
16 years of age, expectant and nursing mothers, and invalids.  Dis- 
tribution would be carried out by the Swedish and Swiss Red Cross. 

The only side of this question the average citizen is allowed to 
see is that of the political-military leadership which believes a demo- 
cratic victory can be won by starving babies. Such a victory will 
be neither democratic nor Christian. 

The Lancet, a leading English medical journal supports the plea 
for sending of food, commenting that dried milk and vitamins rep- 
resent the maximum of nourishment for the smallest amount of 
shipping space. Distribution, the journal asserted, can be controlled 
because the bulk is small and the materials can be surely and con- 
veniently handled by the welfare and feeding centers. 

Professor Emile Cammaerts, of Belgium, has written: “The fate 
of the next generation in Belgium does not depend on what can be 
done on a lavish scale in two or three years from now. It depends 
on what can be done, even on a small scale, within the next two or 
three months.” 

Such a statement is equally true of Holland where the death rate 
for children has risen by 31 percent compared with 1939. 

But the campaign to misrepresent the situation goes on. Recent- 
ly the Belgian Information Center felt moved to deny in no weak 
words the false charge made in the press by the politicians that 
exiled governments did not want their peoples fed. They rightly 
ask the question that will not down: why can Greeks be fed and 
not Belgians and others? 

There seems to be, in Washington and London, some fresh reason 
to hope that the rapidly deteriorating situation, which is making a 
vast cemetery of occupied territory, may produce more common sense 
and less intransigence among the authorities here and overseas. 


Dangerous Shortages 

A very dangerous situation is developing throughout the country 
due to the alarming shortage of doctors. The number of physicians 
available to care for the civilian population is far below a safe 
minimum in many areas. Nor is this condition apt to ease up ap- 
preciably at the close of the war: according to recent reports, many 
of the doctors now taken into the Army will be retained to care for 
i large peacetime army. 

And along with this report comes a statement from Lieutenant 
Colonel Gilbert S. Osincup that the present medical staff of the 
armed forces is thirty percent larger than it needs to be. Many 
army doctors, says Colonel Osincup, are extremely restless because 
they have so little to do. 

Another serious problem of our wartime world is the shortage 
of teachers to staft the nation’s schools. A New York Times survey 
reports that at least 2,000 schools have been closed due to the lack 
of teachers, who have either been drafted into the armed forces or 
have been recruited into war plants, lured there by high wages. That 
the wage question is an important factor in the situation can be 
proven by the Times survey which reveals that the greatest dearth 
of teachers exists in the areas where wages are lowest. 

One college president sums it up thus, “Unless we act quickly, 
we may raise up a new generation with only a superficial knowledge 
»f the very values we are fighting for.” 





